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 ::  OUR MISSION

We are devoted to 

providing premier senior 

residential living and 

community outreach 

services. Through our 

faith-based values, 

we affirm the integrity 

of each person and 

encourage them on 

their journey of aging.

Lighting the way  

for senior care. 

An evening 35 years in the making deserves 

more than a mere celebration, and the Light 

the Way Gala on September 27 delivered. It 

was a night filled with heartfelt moments and 

remarkable achievements marking the 35th 

anniversary of Light of Hearts Villa. Held at the 

Astrodome Event Center in Parma, the evening 

welcomed more than 350 guests, including 

longtime supporters, families of residents and 

key community leaders, all gathering to honor 

the legacy of the Sisters who founded Light of 

Hearts Villa.

Thanks to the generous support of attendees, 

nearly $205,000 was raised to support the Light 

of Hearts Villa Helen T. Scasny Benevolent Fund, 

which ensures residents can continue to call Light of Hearts Villa home even after their 

financial resources are depleted. The evening also raised $10,000 to fund the Vincentian 

Pathways restoration project, an initiative aimed at preserving the grounds and gardens to 

carry on the Sisters’ legacy for future generations. (Read more about Vincentian Pathways 

on page 6.)

One of the most poignant moments of the evening was the surprise dedication of the chapel 

to Sister Regina Kusnir, SC, who has been a guiding light in mission and spiritual life. This 

honor was kept under wraps until being announced during the Gala, leaving attendees 

moved by Sister Regina’s lifelong dedication to service and her immeasurable impact on our 

community. (Read more on pages 6-8.)
Continued on page 3

Sister Helen T. Scasny, SC (left, pictured with Sister 
Anita Maroun), accepted the 2024 Radiant Heart 
Award at the Gala.

A Night to Remember: 
celebrating 35 years of light of hearts villa

35
villa voices

years



Dear Friends and Supporters of Light of Hearts Villa,

As we near the end of another year, I want to take a 

moment to reflect on the remarkable journey we’ve 

shared and the exciting changes that lie ahead. Your 

unwavering support and dedication have been 

instrumental in shaping our community, and for  

that, I am just so wildly grateful. 

This year has been particularly special as we celebrated our 35th 

anniversary at the Light the Way Gala, honoring the legacy of the 

Sisters who founded Light of Hearts Villa. We are thrilled to have 

raised nearly $205,000 to support our residents, with an additional 

$10,000 earmarked for the Vincentian Pathways restoration project. 

These achievements are a testament to the strength of our community 

and the compassion you show every day. Those numbers are not 

something I ever thought we’d see for one single event, and our 

community never ceases to amaze me. 

While we take pride in our rich history, we are already setting our 

sights on the future. Over the next five years, we have big dreams to 

enhance our services and deepen our impact. To that end, we will 

begin a strategic planning process next year to align our vision with 

the needs of our residents and the community we serve.

Thank you for being an essential part of our journey. Your support 

makes a significant difference, and we can’t wait to see what the 

future holds for all of us.

With gratitude,

Breanne Cavileer, LNHA, CDP

executive director

a note from the executive director

Honoring Our Legacy,  
Building Our Future Together

LIGHT OF HE ARTS VILL A BOARD OF DIRECTORS ::
Sister Anita Maroun, SC, JD, President  |  Beth M. Haberbosch-Wiblin, Vice President  |  Adam Gockowski, Treasurer  
Sr. Regina Fierman, CSA  |  Patrick Melnick  |  Margie Orth  |  Perdell Richardson  |  Melissa Rogers  |  Jane Soposky

The Astrodome Event 
Center, with its striking 
resemblance to the Light 
of Hearts Villa Activity 
Center, created a warm 
and familiar atmosphere 
for the Gala, making the 
evening feel even more 
special.

A dazzling “35” ice 
sculpture greeted 

guests at the entrance, 
celebrating 35 years 

of Light of Hearts Villa. 
Surrounded by an array 

of hors d’oeuvres, 
it set the tone for a 

night of elegance and 
celebration.
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Sister Helen Scasny, SC, the first executive director of Light 

of Hearts Villa, received the prestigious Radiant Heart Award. 

Current Executive Director Breanne Cavileer said, “Sister Helen’s 

unwavering commitment to our residents and her transformative 

leadership have shaped the organization into what it is today.” 

In a heartfelt video tribute, actress Catherine O’Hara, a family 

friend of Sister Helen, added a personal touch, presenting the 

award and offering her congratulations from afar.

The Gala also featured a Rare Bourbon Raffle, which was an 

overwhelming success, raising over $34,000. We are immensely 

grateful to everyone who participated in this year’s bourbon raffle. 

All proceeds directly support the Benevolent Fund. 

Thank you for celebrating this milestone with us. We look 

forward to continuing our journey together in the years to come. 

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER Continued from page 1

“As we reflect on the Gala and our 35-year 

journey, we are filled with gratitude for the 

many supporters, volunteers and staff who have 

been part of the Light of Hearts Villa family. 

Together, we continue to live out our mission 

of serving seniors with grace and compassion, 

while honoring the legacy of the Sisters who 

started it all.” 

— �Amy Huntley, Director of Development + Communications 
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Local artist Isaiah Williams captured the beauty of the Villa grounds and 
the spirit of the evening as he created this painting live during the Gala, 
which was then auctioned off. Deacon Lou Primozic was the winning 
bidder at $1,600. He then graciously donated the painting back to the  
Villa for all to enjoy. Thank you Deacon Lou!

A tribute table honoring Lumen 
Cordium High School, thoughtfully 
curated by talented alumni Terry 
Battaglia and Teri Hembree, 
showcased cherished memories  
and the lasting legacy of the school.

Actress Catherine O’Hara 
delivered a heartfelt virtual 
message as she presented 
the 2024 Radiant Heart 
Award to Sister Helen.

Gala guests received custom 
night lights as favors, featuring 
the Light of Hearts Villa logo and 
a stunning design inspired by the 
chapel’s stained glass—an elegant 
reminder of the Light of Hearts 
Villa mission.

Sisters Anita Maroun and Regina Kusnir shared the remarkable story 
of founding Light of Hearts Villa and transforming Lumen Cordium High 
School. They highlighted some fascinating details about their fundraising 
efforts and recognized collaboration with key figures like Bill Plato and 
Deacon Lou Primozic, who played crucial roles in retrofitting the building.

Sister Helen T. Scasny, SC, humbly accepted the 2024 
Radiant Heart Award, honoring her extraordinary leadership 
and lifelong dedication to Light of Hearts Villa. Her legacy 
continues to inspire and uplift our mission.



Sister Regina Kusnir, SC, has lived 

a life of extraordinary charity and 

has been an integral part of Light of Hearts Villa. She helped 

coordinate the transition of Lumen Cordium High School 

into an assisted living facility in 1989. Since 2005, she has 

served as the director of pastoral and special ministries, 

where she helps address the spiritual life of residents.

In recognition of her long dedication to Light of Hearts  

Villa and her enduring spiritual leadership, we proudly 

named the chapel the Sister Regina Kusnir Chapel of Light. 

The special announcement was made at this year’s Light  

the Way Gala, touching the hearts of all in attendance. 

“This heartfelt tribute honors Sr. Regina, whose deep 

faith and compassionate spirit are guiding lights for our 

community,” said Executive Director Breanne Cavileer. 

“Her unwavering commitment to service and love for the 

community continues to impact countless lives, providing 

comfort, guidance and hope to those in need.” 

Whether leading prayer services or bible study, offering 

spiritual counseling, or simply being a kind presence to 

residents and staff alike, Sister Regina exemplifies the 

Vincentian values upon which Light of Hearts Villa was 

founded.

The surprise dedication of the chapel was unveiled during 

the Gala, leaving Sister Regina—and the many who have 

been touched by her presence—deeply moved. The newly 

named Chapel of Light serves as a lasting testament to her 

contributions, reminding us daily of the strength and solace 

that faith provides. The chapel’s name reflects not only Sister 

Regina’s personal journey but also the hope and light she 

inspires in all who are blessed by her ministry.

The chapel is a sacred space for reflection, prayer and 

connection. Now, with its new name, it holds even greater 

significance, honoring a woman who has devoted her life 

to uplifting others. The chapel, which residents have called 

“the heart of the villa,” will continue to be a beacon of hope, 

where residents, families, staff and visitors can seek comfort 

and peace, just as Sr. Regina has so often provided.

In addition to the new name, the Chapel of Light now 

shines even more brightly with fresh paint and will soon 

have new carpeting thanks to the generosity of Janice 

Marie, enhancing this serene and welcoming space for all. 

Her thoughtful contribution ensures that this sacred space 

continues to inspire peace and hope for years to come.

As we look to the future, the Sister Regina Kusnir Chapel 

of Light will remain a place where love, compassion and 

faith flourish—a fitting tribute to a remarkable woman 

whose legacy will live on in the heart of our community for 

generations to come. “We are forever grateful to Sr. Regina 

for her decades of service, and we are thrilled to honor her 

in this meaningful way. Please join us in celebrating Sister 

Regina Kusnir and her enduring impact on Light of Hearts 

Villa,” said Breanne. 
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Sister Regina Kusnir Chapel of Light:  
a legacy of faith and compassion

Sister Regina Kusnir, overwhelmed with emotion, listens in shock as the chapel is named in her honor.  
She received a heartfelt standing ovation from the audience in recognition of her remarkable legacy.



Join Us for #weGIVECATHOLIC 2024:  
A Celebration of 35 Years of Light of Hearts Villa!

As we celebrate our milestone 35th anniversary, we are excited to again participate  
in this year’s #weGIVECATHOLIC campaign on Giving Tuesday, December 3, 2024.  
This annual giving day unites Catholic organizations throughout Northeast Ohio, offering 
an opportunity for our community to come together in support of a common goal.

In honor of 35 years of service, the goal is to raise $35,000 to support the Sister Helen T. 
Scasny, SC Benevolent Fund. This fund is vital for ensuring that residents who have outlived 
their financial resources continue to receive the compassionate care they deserve. With 
your generous support, we can make a meaningful impact in the lives of those who call 
Light of Hearts Villa home.

A Generous Matching Gift

We are thrilled to announce that Mary Ann Kaminski will match every dollar raised, 
doubling the impact of your contributions. This means that together, we have the potential 
to raise $70,000! Mary Ann’s heartfelt commitment, in loving memory of her late husband 
Deacon Robert Kaminski, exemplifies the spirit of giving and community support that is at 
the core of Light of Hearts Villa.

How You Can Help

1.	Mail in a check or cash before December 3 to Light of Hearts Villa.

2.	�Spread the Word: Share our mission and the details of the campaign with friends  
and family. The more people know, the greater our reach!

3.	�On Giving Tuesday, December 3, donate online at our #weGIVECATHOLIC page:  
www.wegivecatholic.org/organization/lightofheartsvilla

4.	�Be a Peer-to-Peer Fundraiser: You can make even more of an impact by setting up 
your own fundraising page to inspire friends and family to donate directly through your 
page. It’s easy. Just visit the link above, click the “Fundraise” button and follow the 
step-by-step instructions. 

5.	�Follow the Leaderboards: Last year, Light of Hearts Villa placed 2nd out of 
54 organizations in the #weGIVECATHOLIC campaign. Join us in following the 
leaderboards for this year’s competition—it’s a fun way to see our collective impact!

Celebrating Community and Legacy

“This year, as we reflect on 35 years of service, we honor the legacy of our founders, 
the Sisters who believed in providing compassionate care. With your support through 
#weGIVECATHOLIC, we can ensure that this legacy continues for many more years to come,” 
said Executive Director Breanne Cavileer. “Thank you for being an integral part of the Light 
of Hearts Villa family. Together, we can achieve our $35,000 goal and make a lasting 
difference in the lives of our residents. We look forward to celebrating this special day  
with you and appreciate your continued support.”

For more information and updates, please visit lightofheartsvilla.org or reach out to us 
directly at amy.huntley@lightofheartsvilla.org or 440.232.1991 ext. 524. Let’s make 
#weGIVECATHOLIC 2024 a year to remember!
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Introducing  
the Vincentian  
Pathways Project
preserving our legacy, inspiring the future
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We are excited to enhance our longstanding commitment 

to our grounds and gardens through the Vincentian 

Pathways Project—an initiative that aims to restore and 

preserve the rich history of our outdoor spaces while 

celebrating the legacy of the Sisters who have shaped  

our mission.

The Vincentian Pathways Project is a restoration effort 

focused on the historic grounds and gardens of Light 

of Hearts Villa. These pathways and green spaces, once 

lovingly tended by the Sisters, have provided a place of 

peace, reflection and connection for generations. While 

this endeavor is not new, we are now partnering with the 

Vincentian Pathways group to elevate our efforts and kick 

things off.

Honoring the Past, Cultivating the Future

The heart of this project goes beyond physical 

restoration; it is about honoring the Vincentian legacy 

that has defined Light of Hearts Villa for over three 

decades. The pathways symbolize the journey the Sisters 

began when they founded our organization—a journey 

rooted in faith, service and compassion. By restoring 

these pathways, we ensure that future generations will 

continue to walk in their footsteps, inspired by the same 

values that guide us all.

The gardens and walkways will be designed to reflect the 

serenity and spiritual richness that have always been a 

hallmark of Light of Hearts Villa. Beautifully landscaped, 

these spaces will provide areas for quiet reflection, prayer 

and connection with nature. Residents, families, staff 

and visitors will have the opportunity to experience the 

beauty of these pathways and gardens, creating moments 

of peace and mindfulness in their daily lives.

A Community Effort

“The Vincentian Pathways Project is a testament to 

the strength and generosity of our community. We are 

actively seeking philanthropic supporters to help fund 

this important initiative. Your contributions will directly 

support the restoration of our pathways and gardens, 

allowing us to honor the Sisters’ legacy while enriching 

the lives of residents,” said Executive Director Breanne 

Cavileer.

In addition to financial support, we are also looking 

for volunteers who are passionate about preserving our 

grounds. Whether you have a green thumb or simply 

want to lend a helping hand, your involvement will make 

a significant difference in bringing this project to life.

 

Light of Hearts Villa has always been deeply rooted in the 

Vincentian values of charity, service and love of neighbor. 

These historic photos capture the incredible legacy of the grounds, showcasing the rich 
history and enduring spirit of the Sisters that continues to inspire our community today.

Continued on page 8
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Inspiring Generations to Come

As we embark on this journey, the Vincentian Pathways Project reminds us of the 

enduring impact of the Sisters’ work. Their vision continues to inspire everything 

done at Light of Hearts Villa, from the care provided to the spiritual guidance offered. 

The restoration of these pathways is a way to honor that vision while creating a lasting 

gift for generations to come.

We invite you to be a part of this exciting project and help us keep the spirit of the 

Sisters alive. Together, we can continue their mission of compassion, service and love, 

ensuring the legacy of the Vincentian Pathways endures for many years to come. 

For more information on how you can support or volunteer for the Vincentian 

Pathways Project, please visit vincentianpathways.org or contact Amy Huntley  

at amy.huntley@lightofheartsvilla.org or 440.232.1991 ext. 524.

While the gardens currently appear overgrown, these 
photos reveal their beautiful potential, reminding us 
of the vibrant spaces they once were and can become 
again through the Vincentian Pathways Project.

Concept plans for the Vincentian Pathways Project 
showcase the envisioned restoration of our historic 
grounds and gardens, highlighting pathways that will 
provide serene spaces for reflection and connection 
within the Bedford community. 
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news  

and notes

Community Transitions:  
Facility Maintenance and Dietary Services
As some long-serving department heads retire, we are 
forming new partnerships to maintain high standards of 
operation. These changes reflect the decision to outsource 
two departments to specialized companies that will enhance 
efficiency and provide financial benefits in the long run.

The maintenance department will now work with Brewer-
Garrett, a facility management company, in collaboration with 
our sister ministry at Regina Health Center. This partnership 
will streamline operations, ensuring day-to-day maintenance 
continues smoothly.

The other change is a partnership with Metz Culinary 
Management, a respected food service company, to manage 
dietary operations following Chef Ray Dorman’s retirement. 
This collaboration, also with Regina Health Center, will 
provide a greater variety of healthier options and improve 
the dining experience for residents. We look forward to the 
enhancements Metz will bring to Light of Hearts Villa!

We are also excited to share that maintenance team member 
Scot Martin has joined the life enrichment team, where he will 
engage more directly with residents in meaningful activities. 
He will also be available on Tuesdays and Thursdays to assist 
residents with appointments, adding warmth and continuity  
to their daily routines.

New Website is Live
After months of hard work with HLJ Creative, the newly designed Light of Hearts 
Villa website went live in June. The new site reflects the heart of Light of Hearts 
Villa with a visually appealing design and easier navigation, making it more 
accessible for potential residents, their families, supporters, volunteers, vendors 
and more. If you haven’t had a chance yet, we invite you to explore the updated 
site at lightofheartsvilla.org and discover all the resources and information 
available to you.

Employee Milestones
Marie Usko of the housekeeping team was recognized in September for her incredible 20-year 
milestone at Light of Hearts Villa. Marie’s diligent work ensures Light of Hearts Villa stays beautiful 
and welcoming. Beyond her duties, Marie is known for her warm and friendly spirit, greeting everyone 
by name and showing deep care for residents and staff alike. Marie’s commitment and kindness 
have made her a treasured part of the Villa family, and we are so grateful for her lasting impact. 
Congratulations, Marie, on this wonderful achievement!

Additional important employee milestones were also celebrated on this special  
day, recognizing the dedication, hard work and commitment of team members  
who go above and beyond every day, making Light of Hearts Villa a truly  
exceptional community:

• 5 Years of Service: Taushe Richards, Heather Fields, Tammy Vince
• 10 Years of Service: Natasha West, Rayanna Hinkle

Their loyalty and passion for our mission are invaluable, and we are so grateful  
for their continued service to residents and the Villa family.

Marie Usko, 20 years of service

Taushe RichardsRayanna HinkleNatasha West



Year-End Giving Supports Light of Hearts Villa
Thanks to your generous support, Light of Hearts Villa provides 
exceptional, compassionate care in a beautiful and comfortable 
environment for those in need. As you plan your end-of-year giving,  
here are some thoughtful options to consider:

IRA Charitable Rollover Gift
If you are 70½ years or older, consider making a contribution to Light of Hearts Villa 
through your Individual Retirement Account (IRA). This IRA Charitable Rollover Gift can 
help meet your annual required minimum distribution (RMD) while potentially reducing 
your taxable income. (Please note: RMDs from IRAs and pension plans for donors aged 
70½ and older were suspended in 2020.)

Gifts of Stock
Donating appreciated stock can be a wise choice. Depending on the stock’s current 
value, you may avoid capital gains tax or deduct losses while supporting Light of Hearts 
Villa with the proceeds from the sale. We recommend consulting your financial advisor 
to explore the best opportunities for you.

Bequests
Creating a bequest is a popular way to leave a lasting legacy. With the assistance of a 
lawyer, you can specify which charities or nonprofits will benefit from your will. You can 
choose from several options:

•	Percent Bequest: A specified percentage of your estate is donated.
•	Specific Bequest: A designated dollar amount is gifted.
•	Residual Bequest: A gift is made from the remaining balance of your estate. 

Bequests are perfect for those wishing to allocate their estate among family, friends and 
beloved charitable organizations. You can also arrange for your bequest to be distributed 
over several years.

Charitable Gift Annuity
Charitable Gift Annuities (CGA) are a popular 
choice for many donors. A Light of Hearts Villa 
CGA is a simple agreement between you and 
our organization. In exchange for your gift, we 
guarantee to pay you a fixed sum each year for 
life. After your passing, the remaining funds will 
support Light of Hearts Villa’s mission of care 
and compassion.

Establishing a CGA can provide attractive fixed 
rates of return. For instance, while current bank 
CD rates may yield up to 4%, if you are 75 years 
old, you can establish a CGA with a 6% income 
rate. The minimum age to set up an LOHV 
annuity is 60.

You can also support Light of Hearts Villa through your Donor Advised Fund. For more 
information, please contact Director of Development and Communications Amy 
Huntley at 440.232.1991 ext. 524 or via email at amy.huntley@lightofheartsvilla.org.

This information is not intended or offered as financial or legal counsel. Before making any of the aforementioned 
gifts, please consult with your financial and legal advisors. Inform us of any gift you intend to make so that we can 
discuss your preferences for gift acknowledgment and designation.
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Annual Resident/Staff Patio Picnic
The Annual Resident/Staff Patio Picnic 

was a big success! Residents and staff 

came together to enjoy a beautiful day 

filled with laughter, grilled favorites 

and great company. Featuring music by 

The Monotones, the atmosphere was 

lively and the bonds between residents 

and staff were stronger than ever.

Ladies Tropical Tea Party
The Ladies Tropical Tea Party was 

a delightful afternoon of elegance 

and fun. Residents enjoyed a tropical 

paradise with beautifully themed 

decorations, a variety of teas and 

delicious treats. The event fostered 

wonderful connections and created 

lasting memories in a charming setting.

Ice Cream Truck Visit
The ice cream truck visit brought smiles 

to residents’ faces! Everyone savored a 

variety of delicious ice cream options 

on a warm day. It was a sweet treat 

sponsored by a generous donor that 

added extra cheer to our community!

Activity Highlights 
Around the Villa 

The Light of Hearts Villa Life 
Enrichment team does an 

amazing job of contributing to 
the quality of life for residents. 
Here are just some highlights 

from the past few months. 
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Financial and estate information contained in this newsletter is offered for general information and is not to be interpreted as legal 

or professional advice. Please consult with your attorney, financial or tax advisor for information specific to your situation.

Light of Hearts Villa has chosen to print responsibly on paper containing post-consumer recycled fiber.

CONTACT US ::  
Breanne Cavileer, Executive Director
Breanne.Cavileer@lightofheartsvilla.org
440.232.1991 ext. 503

Admissions
Kieran Patton, Director of Admissions  
& Community Relations
Kieran.Patton@lightofheartsvilla.org
440.232.1991 ext. 520

Give Back
Amy Huntley, Director of Development  
& Communications
Amy.Huntley@lightofheartsvilla.org
440.232.1991 ext. 524

We frequently share resident events and photos, 
organizational news and employee recognitions!

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

The Wish List is for those wishing to help in a  

specific way. We share our current needs below.  

We are extremely appreciative of your support. 

ACTIVITIES DEPARTMENT
• �Activity Kits (Craft Supplies, Puzzles, etc.) – $50 

each

• �Music Therapy Sessions for Memory Care Residents – $200 per session

• �Sponsor a Holiday Party or Special Event – $500 per event

FACILITY UPGRADES
• �Wall Art for Ground Floor – $500

• �Air Purifiers for Common Areas – $300 each

wish list

Contact Amy Huntley at amy.huntley@lightofheartsvilla.org or 440.232.1991 ext. 

524 to make arrangements or if you have any questions. 


